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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Florence Nightingale s Indian Letters: A Glimpse Into
the Agitation for Tenancy Reform, Bengal, 1878-82 But in Bengal and some other provinces the mediaeval
intermediary remained and still remains a capitalist, claiming a substantial portion of the produce and in days
past, he still remembers with pride, he had played the part of a petty chief, as haughty and royal as any mortal
clad in purple. The divine right of kings was extended to landholders who, however, lived among the actual
tillers of the soil and many of them shared in their happiness and misery. In spite of the changed conditions of
the country and the numerous attacks on its culture by alien civilisations, the system has not died out, though
the spirit of the age now is no doubt working a transformation. The Zemindar held his land on payment of a
certain revenue to the state, and he was free to assess his ryots accordingly, employing his agents or gomastas
for the purpose. These agents, as might be expected, supplemented their slender pay by whatever they could
extort from the tenants, and it cannot but be admitted that there was ample scope for getting rich by levying
extra charges, customary or otherwise. Such being the relation between the different parties, much importance
attaches to the amount of the revenue, the fixity of tenure, the way in which the rent is to be realised from the
ryots. How much is to be paid to the state? How long can the tiller of the soil occupy the plot of land which he
tills? How is the ryot to pay, and how much? These are primary questions,...
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