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elevated ranges - the Blue Ridge on the southeast rising to heights of from 2,000 to 4,000 feet above tide-level,
and the North Mountain range on the north-west almost equally high. It is not a continuous plain like some of
the western prairies. On the contrary it is of varied surface, a land of hill and dale, well-watered, fertile, and
abounding in every variety of mineral and agricultural wealth. Nor is it a single valley throughout. From a few
miles south-west of Winchester to a point nearly opposite Harrisonburg it is divided into two subordinate valleys
by the Massanutton Mountain - a long belt of ridges of silurian and devonian rocks which withstood the
denuding agencies that cleared away on either side so many hundreds of square miles of strata. Both Valleys
are proverbial for their beauty and famous for important historical events of which each has been the scene,
but our present concern is with the eastern and narrower one. the Luray Valley. This constitutes Page County, of
which Luray is the country seat. For the lover of the beautiful in nature it is endowed with innumerable charms.
Hemmed in on every side with a rim of blue mountains, it is traversed in its western part by the South Branch of
the Shenandoah, a beautiful river known in many a story of battle and guerilla adventure during the civil war....
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