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illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: . . . governmental control when, in 1638 it earnestly besought some
consideration for this privilege, among the reasons advanced being the declaration that a post-oflice was really
so useful and absolutely necessary. In response to a petition submitted to London during this year, the General
Court of the Colony was empowered in 1639 to enact the first American postal law in an ordinance which read
as follows: It is ordered that notice be given that Richard Fairbanks, his house in Boston, is the place appointed
for all letters which are brought from beyond the seas, or are to be sent thither, to be left with him; and he is to
take care that they are to be delivered or sent according to directions; and he shall be allowed for each letter a
penny, and he must answer all miscarriages through his own neglect in this kind, provided. that no man shall
be compelled to bring his letters thither except he please. Thus was provision made for the first instance of
governmentally regulated postal service instituted within the present confines of the United States----certainly a
quaint document when considered In connection with the terse orders emanating from the departments of the
modern postal administrations. To the intimate observer of the various agencies affecting the economic and
social development of our country. however, no more valuable examples of genuine human interest exist than
the seldom chronicled records found in these documents relating to the establishment and early years...
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