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salicylic acid was substituted for the acetanilid, was once
naively described to me by its maker, who appeared to have no
idea that salicylic acid was capable of producing any ill
consequences. Similar objections are to be made to the
rheumatism cures which are so abundant in the stores. Many
of these contain sodium salicylate, others potassium iodid.
Neither of these substances can be taken indiscriminately or
for a considerable period without mischief. Salicylic acid may
depress the heart and injure the nervous system. It is much
more effective in acute than in chronic rheumatism, and is an
agent which should never be taken upon the advice of
irresponsible persons. The phenomena of iodism are familiar
to us all, and are not infrequently excited by comparatively few
doses. The continual use of alkalies weakens the heart and
impoverishes the blood. Chloral is not a substance...
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