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Language: English . Brand New Book. Alexandra Pelosi, creator of the Emmy award-winning film Journeys with
George and of Diary of a Political Tourist, makes her literary debut with an intimate look at the frenzied and
grueling underbelly of presidential campaigning and the puppet role of the media. Pelosi went along on the
campaign trail in order to, as she puts it, document the absurd hazing rituals that our presidential candidates
have to go through. With this savvy, well-connected, and fearless guide, it s a rollicking, breakneck journey
unlike any other. Pelosi s one-on-one time with the 2004 presidential candidates affords an up-close perspective
on the highs and lows of campaign life: the genuine thrill of seeing America, the unrelenting grind of endless
campaign stops, the hope and heartache of poll results. While the candidates try to stick to tightly constructed
scripts, Pelosi s nonnetwork angle makes for revealing portraits of the men who wanted to be president. But
even more, Pelosi s approach reveals fundamental flaws in the media s election coverage. A former member of
the campaign press corps, she turns her gimlet eye on the media, which are busy enacting their own election-
time rituals: Every election cycle journalists defy the theory of evolution, living sequestered on a bus, with no
sleep, few showers, and tons of junk food, going town-to-town listening to the same speech over and over. You
re stuck in this dysfunctional relationship between the news organization that has you there to do their bidding
and the campaign that is trying to co-opt you. And herein lies Pelosi s driving point: politicians and journalists
don t trust each other, and so, in election coverage and in politics in general,...
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