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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Plays and Poems of William Shakspeare, Vol. 8
A few of the incidents in this comedy might have been taken from an old translation of Il Pecorone, by Giovanni
Florentino. | have lately met with the same story in a very contemptible performance, intitled, The Fortunate,
The Deceived, and The Unfortunate Lovers. Of this book, as | am told, there are several impressions; but that in
which | read it was published in 1632, quarto. A somewhat similar story occurs in Piacevoli Notti di Straparola,
Nott. 4 Fav. 4. This comedy was first entered at Stationers Hall, Jan. 18, 1601, by John Busby. Steevens. This play
should be read between King Henry IV. and King Henry V. Johnson. A passage in the first sketch of The Merry
Wives of Windsor shews, | think, that it ought rather to be read between The First and The Second Part of King
Henry IV. in the latter of which young Henry becomes king. In the last act, Falstaff says: Herne the hunter, quoth
you? am | a ghost? Sblood, the fairies hath made a ghost of me. What, hunting at this time of night! | le lay my
life the mad prince of Wales Is stealing his father s deare. And in this play, as it now appears, Mr. Page
discountenances the addresses of Fenton to his daughter, because he keeps company with the wild prince, and
with Poins. The Fishwife s Tale of Brainford in Westward for Smelts, a book which Shakspeare appears to have
read, (having borrowed from it a part of the fable of Cymbeline, ) probably led him to lay the scene of...
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