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Corazon de Jesus Allende Gossens (26 June 1908 - 11
September 1973) was a Chilean physician and is generally
considered the first democratically elected Marxist to become
president of a country in Latin America. Allende s involvement
in Chilean political life spanned a period of nearly forty years.
As a member of the Socialist Party, he was a senator, deputy
and cabinet minister. He unsuccessfully ran for the presidency
in the 1952, 1958, and 1964 elections. In 1970, he won the
presidency in a close three-way race. He adopted the policy of
nationalization of industries and collectivization. Amidst strikes
by the far-right Patria y Libertad and CIA opposition under the
Nixon administration, protests were held in Chile against
Allende s rule. The Supreme Court criticized Allende for
subordination of the judicial system to serve his own political
needs; and the Chamber of Deputies formally implored the
military to intercede and restore rule of law on 22 August 1973.
Less than a month later, on 11 September Allende was deposed
by the military, thus ending...
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