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In effect, it becomes more difficult to achieve the goal of preventing future violations when the penalties for
present violations are lowered for reasons not related to the merits of the case. Recent changes that FAA has
made to its enforcement program may lead to more uniformly set fines and, thus, potentially less need to revise
fines. Prior to September 2005, the initial recommendation to use administrative actions ( such as warning
notices and letter of correction ) or legal sanctions ( such as fines or suspension of operating certificates ) was
based on the judgment of the inspectors. If inspectors recommended a legal sanction, they then consulted FAAs
sanction guidance policy to determine the amount of the proposed penalty. In September 2005, FAA adopted
changes to its enforcement program that incorporated system safety risk management principles and
established explicit criteria for inspectors to use in making an initial enforcement recommendation. As soon as
FAA investigators have gathered sufficient information to categorize the safety risk and the conduct ( i. e.,
whether it was intentional, reckless, or systemic ), they prepare a risk statement that describes the hazard
created by the act and the potential consequence of that hazard. An example of a risk statement is an aircraft
that operates in Class B airspace without a clearance providing separation from other aircraft could cause a
mid-air collision. The investigators then review the risk statement to determine the severity of the hazard ( using
a scale of catastrophic, critical, marginal, or negligible ) and the likelihood of...
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