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Geography is usually the first work to be taken up in any study of geography because beginning students need
to know first the geography of the locality in which they live, in which they are most interested, and with which
they are most familiar from personal experience. The results gained from a study of the region they can see
gives them the ability to understand remote regions that can only be pictured or described to them. Because
our own home locality is of most interest to us is also a reason why we need to know it better than we need to
know any other region of the world. Hence at some time during the school course it is most valuable to make a
careful study of the state or group of states in which we live that we may have a better understanding of the
geography about us than we can get from the necessarily brief accounts given in a text-book of geography. In
a text-book of geography we study the relation of one state or group of states to the whole country of which
our home region is a part, and our commercial relations to the world as a whole. It follows that in such a
treatment the characteristics that distinguish our own home regions must largely be lost to sight in the
consideration of the great features that distinguish the country as a whole In a special text-book devoted to one
state or group of states we can learn more about our own region, its important surface features, its climate, the
occupations of its...
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