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States -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . 11 anticipated the final report in December 2008, but now expects it in spring
2009. Labor experienced a number of challenges in evaluating the initiatives. These in-clude having to limit its
evaluation to only 6 grantees of 166, because only 6 had sufficient participants to ensure a statistically
significant evaluation. They also in-clude problems gaining access to workers earnings data and inconsistent
outcome data from grantees. Labor officials said they plan to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the Com-
munity-Based initiative. The first phase of the evaluation will examine the extent to which the Community-
Based grants addressed the stated workforce objectives and challenges funded projects were intended to
address, as well as document the role of business and the workforce investment system in the overall success of
the grants, according to Labor. This phase will also include an examination of the feasi-bility of performing an
impact evaluation and will be completed in late 2008. De-pending on the results of this phase, Labor officials
said an impact evaluation will begin in 2009. For its evaluation of the WIRED initiatives, Labor says it is
examining the imple-mentation and cumulative effects of WIRED strategies, including change in the number
and size of companies in targeted high-growth industries and whether new training led to job placement in the
targeted industries. It contracted with the Berkeley Policy Associates to conduct the evaluation for the first 13
grantees, and a final report is expected by June 2010. It also contracted with Public Policy Associ-ates to
similarly evaluate the 28 remaining WIRED grantees. Labor officials said these initiatives are not included...
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